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or Audacious Challenge rather, to my 
Parturiunt Montes, naſcitur ridiculus 


P Ery late laſt Night _ Joren 9 — — — 
ä : | read it, I could not but cry out, 
I. _ | — — Mouſe, the Product of Terms great Mountain, after ſo many _ 
Travail? I thought I might very well give my Nature her due Reſt, and be _ — 

him in the Morning: Not but that l will eaſily acknowledge, it made a great Noiſc, as a Empty I nmg 
uſe todo! This Morning come, I reperuſed his Paper, and return this Hour's Anſwer to — 10 
The TITLE 15 offends me, not a SOBER REQUEST, — — 33 
SOBER REQUEST, yet call d one. One would have thought Intreaties at _ COD 
expreſſed in civil and ſoft Terms, had been moſt anſwerable to ſuch a Title: But as 8 . 20 

Talk for Chriſtianity, ſo in his Sober Requeſt, it happens, that his Matter gives the Lye ts his , 


JEREMY 


proved in the MATTER 
Falſe, Impertinent and Impu 


IVESC 


of it, to be 


4s 
2 Friends Nelerente 


| not to concur with TH, viz. in abuſtvely and fict it ion ſiy doing of itz wherefore we called on them for ju 
ſtice againſt him, not for his meerly, but fictitiouſiy oppoſing the Chriſtian to the Quaker, and about which 
they pretended to anſwer us; the other we will 2 afterwards. Now F. Ives, T Hicks, T. Plant, 
& c. would have the World believe, that ou Charge is levelled chiefly, and in the firſt Place, at T. As 
meer Oppoſition of the Chriſtian to the Quaker, when in the Grammarical Senſe of the Article, it mult needs 
be underſtood of the Fiction, &c. of the Dia one; not only in his ſo calling it, yet making it, to the Abuſe 
of the Vulgar ; butin giving that under our Names, which is not ſayable by us as Real Quak;rs: And for 
any to proceed to juſtifie T. Hicks, before they have heard our Accuſation, and what we can urge to illu- 
ſtrate the Truth of it (the acknowledged and allowed Right of every Plant: in Engliſh Courts) is very 
unequal : But fer 7. vs to intrude, and then to take upon him to prove us no Curiſtiant, and confident - 
call this the firf# Article of our Charge, when it is not ſo, nor the Ground of thoſe Meetings he ſo much 


£4; it ſelf; cterying, 
1 oves a groſs EQUIVOCATION, yea, Contradict ion to it ſelf; ſince an He 

— — the chief Matter of the Paper. No Wonder he reflected E pm eu 
 Chriſtian-Confeſſion the laſt Meeting, fince it is ſo frequent for men to ſuſpect others of that =y - aw — 
in, themſelves; or as the old Proverb hath it, He mcaſure d my Corn with his Buſhel: Men = ole Y — | 
Coed by ſome Diſtemper, fancy every Object they behold to be of the ſame Cone . 5 
Meaſures J. Ives hath taken of us; What Reaſon therefore have we to believe Jeremy in — Fre 8 
Chriſtianity, much leſs admit of his Endeavours to prove u no Chriſtians, who is ſo 3 17 —. 4 

. travagant in kis Requt r? | may boldly fay, His Paper is Falſe, Imprrtinent and Impudent, 1 Hef 
Falſe, which is not True; that Impertinent, which is not hing to the preſent Purpoſe ;, and that mo nt = = 

- with a renaciows Importunity preſſeth that Impertinency : And this [ ſhall brietly evidence t : 4-4 — 
guilty of; only I deſire leave of my Reader to introduce it with a brief Narrative of the whole Matter, 
unto which Feremy's Sober Reque ſt relates. 1 
That — 5 av called 2 have been lately Miſ-repreſented, and that to greateſt CRIES 
both with reſpect to our Faith and Practice in Three Fictitiaus Dialogues publiſhed by T. Hicks, ast 2 our 
Complaint for ſome Moneths. We addreſt ourſelves to the People called Anabaprs/ts for Juſtice again im, 
being one of their Profeſſion: In order to do us Right, as ſome of their Chieftains gave it out, t 5 ap. | 
pointed a Meeting at Barbican the 2$thof the 6th Moneth ; in which, to ſay no more, they q 70 5 
Guilt, by concealing it, and rendred themſelves g Minſtice, by pronouncing him clear, and tła 

i our Abſence, : | 

The — chiefly concerned in the Proſecution of T. H. being returned of great | an" an ym 
betook themſelves to the Baptiſts for Sarisfaltion for the great and unparallel'd /7rongs done them * vat 
Friends : Aſter great Importunities uſed, and much Time ſpent, ſeeing them in good Earneſt, = - a 
Meeting was unavoidable, they condeſcended ; the Meeting was the gth of this Inftant at Barbican, the Ac- 


court of which is publick. 


| 
difturbed by the like Impertinent and Cavilling Interruptions, is ſuch a Piece of Arrozancy, as deſerves the 
Readers ſevere Rebuke. Beſides, T. H. ſayes, he has proved it already in his Dialogues; what need of 
reaſſuming the Proof? Does he doubt therein? He ſayes, No; therefore we have ſet our ſelves againſt them, 
charging them with F orgery, and deſiring Juſtice of the BaprisFs againſt the Author of them: I ask then 
any ſober Man if it be reafonable that T. Hicks, much leſs F. Ives, ſhould undertake to make good his 
oppoſing the Chrift.an to the Quaker by New Mediums or Arguments, before ſuch Time as we have beer. 
ully heard in our Exceptions againſt the Old oncs, and that our Objections againſt T. Hicks's ' pretended 
faithful Repreſentation of our Faith and Practice, be fairly folv'd? Let them anſwer us in the one; 
and we will never ſhun them in the other : But, O wretched Shuffle that is uſed to put us beſide that Black. 
yet true Charge, exhibited and cloſely proſecuted by us againſt T. Hicks and his Abettors. 

2aly, T. Tves's (fo term d) Sober Requeſt is impertinent, ſince it calls us from the preſent Purſuit we are 
upon, which is of ſo great Importance to our Profeiſion and Perſons : It looks as if he would engage us 
not to Right, but divert us from cr ing out, We are wronged; But we are not to be taken off from 
aur general Charge, to anſwer a whiffling Picqueerer : No luch Matter; we better underſtand our Buſi- 
neſs, then to let fall that manifeſt Ad e we have upon our Enemies: T. Hicks we charge with Ferge- 
„ &c, and do not only /«y, he hath abuſed the Quaker, and that under the Tirle of a Chriitian, but are 
ready to prove it before any ſerious and free Auditory : If 5. Jes will there give T. Hicks his Aſſiſtance 
With all our Hearts. We do not believe our Cauſe a Jot the worſe, or in any more Hazard for his oppoſing it 
But that we ſhould be at his Beck, to beſtow a Diſpute upon him, that ſhall no way end the preſent Dif 

ence, becauſe not deputed by T. Hicks or his Company, to any ſuch Work, I muſt tell him, will noz 
quit Coſt; for when all is done, it will be but Feremy ſtill; and I affure him, that goes but a very little way. 
even with ſeveral of his own Profeſſion, We deſire to diſpute to better Purpoſes. where the Iſſue ing 
have greater Tendency to Peace, by a more general concluding of Parties; for that we have laboured 4 


This O ith ſuch difficulty obtained, through the moſt unfair Carriage of our Adverſaries, | endeavoured to work through all Oppoſition to accompliſh it, Yet to ſhow him that we Baulk not an F#- 
being loſt he — come to that — Charge — only reſolved to begin with, but moſtly to in- | conncer, provided it be to ſome purpoſe ; let . Ives but perſonate T. Hicks, and ſtand our Charge of Fergeri 
fit upen, we.preſt, and they promiſed that next time they would hear us in that Matter. | and. Kin, D.Dyke, T. Plant, T. ichn & c. give it under their Hands (if they think, fir ro embarque their 


— „ KA 


er Mecting was appointed on tlc 


:Sth Inſtant, at our Meeting · Place near & header. Street, where 
T. H. that great Dialoguer, thought it not fit to appear 


in Defence of his Work, or to uſe his own Phraſe, | 
or near it, ro venture bis Perſon in fo great a Multitade; a Narrative of this is alſo in Print, only thus mach 
. ] wovid with all Brevity obſerve : 


1. That . / ves pretended to be delegated by T. H. c. and he and they deny it, as we can make appear. 
2. That 5. 7 P. and K. T. — did Bolt obſtinately wit ht our Proſecution of T. H. as a For- 
ger, or as having writ ficliticuſiy, both in the Name of Chriſtian and Quaker, which was the Foundation of 
all our Appcals for Juſtice, and of the Appointment of theſe publick Meetings, 
Thus they did, though againſt their expreſs Promiſe made us at Barbican,to reſume the Matter of Forgery 
againſt T. I. next time, that then by impertinent and unfair Interreg atories, they diverted us from. | 
: 3. J. Iva after our Condeſcer;ſion to let him go on in what he did undertake, viz. to prove #4 no Chriſti- 
41s, uled not T. H's Arguments, much leſs endeavoured to defend them, the Buſineſs in Hand upon that 
- Point; therefore T. H. is as unjuſtified, even in that, as before. : 1 | 
. That notwithſtanding he did with ſo much manifeſt Inſult and Levity often baul out, Will you hear your 
ſues rmovrd no Chriſtians ? I will prove jun no Chriſtians, &c. he ſell to this miſerable Shift, Give me an 
Evidence of your Chriſtianity ; juſt as if I ſhould call a Man Knave, and fa ling in my Proof, I ſhould put | 
; him upon proving that he is an Honeſt Man: And becauſe C. X. and others of us told him, it was not 
our preſent Task, in that it was improper fer a R cpo dent to prove; he with this Popular Flout, 1s it not 
your Buſineſs to prove your ſelves Chriſtians ? took leave of the Meeting, * out, to our Entreat ies to 
ſtay, Not a Word more; I cannot ſtay ; and T. Plant, We are i pert, &c, or to that Purpole; and ſo f.remy 
flung himſelf, either over er under the Bar, like ſome diſmiſt Pleade I f i 
5. lt is farther obſervable, that when we argued methodically, and it pincht him, he betook himſelf to 
ſome vulgar or popular [:terrogatory to divert the Matter; and if at any Time we anſwered in a more Po | 
pular Way, for the ſake of the Auditory, and it took them, he would with the Contempt and Magiſteri. 
alneſs of ſome Doctor of the Sentences, fling ſuch as this at us, 1s this your Ds 1 ? Ave you a Schola, 
and know no better the Rules of Diſputation ? Endeavouring, though inſucceſsfully to baſfle the Auditory 
in both Reſpects: 1. By rendering the moſt proper Anſwers ſuſpected of Weak [s by Popular Reflection 
or Interrogatories, at firſt perhaps more obvious to the People. And 2. By bringing the moſt familiar 
Anſwers into Queſtion, by untruly faulting us with — the Rules of Diſputat ion, concerning which 
the Vulgar could not be ſo proper — yet Hoots were his Recompence from the People: But to ſay 
Truth, a Man of J. Ives s Latitude may fail by any Wind; and he that had any Conſcience might without 
Difficulty ſee him practiſe as little as need to be: A Sober Heat hen would have been _ ſcandal'd at his 
frequent Evaſions and Leviry, Thus much as to his Concern in the Mectings: Now for his Paper, which 
he files, a ſober Requeſt; but very untruly. : 
For firſt, He grounds it upon T. H oppoſing the Chriſtian to the Quaker, and calls this the firſt Arti- 
cle of. our Charge, in which he groſly abuſeth his Reader, that no: being the firſt Article: What we excep- 


ted againſt, was, that T. H. called it A D:alogue between a Chriſtian and 4 Quaker, wherein ( ſaith he) 
— concerning Opinions of the Cuakers, tagether wit h ther Manner and Acid 
id 


, #4 fauthfully repreſented the | 
ef reaſoning ; Whereas we did, and ſtilſ do affirm, that it is o Dialogue (though many have thought ſo, 
and contended for it as a Real Dialogue) but invented and faſhioned by himſelf. 

Next, We ſay, that he has made us to ſpeak thoſe Things that not only we never ſara, bur which ave not 
ſayable by ary Real Quaker un his own Principles; of this we have complained: Now if T. H. ſhould 
have asked us, herein have I ſo wronged or abuſed you? which was the Queſtion proper for him or his A- 


bettors to have made, we ſhould immediately have produced the Particulars for Confirmation of our Charge; 


and then it had been T. H's Part, either to have confeſſed no Quaker ever ſaid ſo, or have infanced where 
any Quaker had fo writ or ſpoken ; but this equal Way, with all Artifice imaginable, was declined. I ſay 


again, It was not ſinply his Oppoſition of a Chriſtian to a Quaber, but his doing of it moſt abuſively): We 
* _ know, that ſeveral Baprits, through an imperſect Knowledge of our Principles, repute them Vnchri/tianz 


So that for us to have appealed to them for Juſtice againſt I. Hicks for meerly oppoſing the Chriſtianto the 
tale bad been to appcal to them againſt themſelves ſince ſo far they all agree; in this they pretend 


| Un- Chriſtian us: It is te mock the World for a 


Cauſe in that Bottom) that what F. Joer ſtall Anſwer, Propoſe, Affirm or Deny; ſhall be binding with ther 
and wo will with all Alacrity fall to work: But if He will neither do the one nor They the aber, Thong 
People will hold us juſtified in our refuſing to anſwer ſo Inſober and Impertivent a Reque®, be 
many look upon what J. I. ſayes of us, no more, then if ſome Scandalous P.. ion had flung 
out a Reflection againſt us as we ſhould paſs the Streets, a wr) common, and frivolous to deſerve our 
Notice, much leis our Anſwer. Alas! The Man is too well known to harm us by his Reflections: I think 
I may ſay, His Tongue is no Slander— at this time of day; he that hath /mpudence to ſay we ſhuffled at 


2 Meeting, and Falſne/s enough to Print us incapable ef ſaying any thing pertinent in his Preſence, and in- 
ulrt 


| 8 over him in his Al ſence, may lay and do any thing u here /mpu 
lits; Our Narrative will in this Particular clear us. Though I muſt tel 
wigh him, and he evermore manifeſtly quitted the Field, I may ſay ſhamefully, I will not ſay ſhamefac'd'y, 
I would give every man his Due, though his Reaſons for Retreating might have deſerved as much from 2 
Perſon of more Modeſty ; that is to ſay, My Lungs are not nude of Mhitleat her — My Hearing is not goed — 
You are Younger and Stronger then I] will Diſpute no more at this time Nor a ord more, and the like. 
His ſaying, I cryed ( if I had been among the Boyes in Morefields ; They run, They rm, ſhows him 
Angry that took notice of it: I cannot remember Iſo expreſt my ſelf; I might ſay, What | will you run? 
Do not run away from us; & I know no ill in that: nothing is more certain, then that they us d hat Expedition 
they could to be gone, going as abruptly out as they came in. I gave Feremy that Diakct, that, l muſt needs 


nce and Falſneſs are the great Requi- 
J. I. Iwas never but at three Diſputes 


| ſay, ſuited his Actions; and it he will have ere f 1d belong to it, it very well anſwers to a Stager, ana lucl 
an one, be he More fi Id or Sit hneld, F. Ives exactly imitated. 


My Advice to Jeremy is, that he give better Ede of his own Chr:ſt:anity, be ore he undertakes to 


Man of his Circumſtances, to undertake the Proof of any 
Man's being No Chriſtian; but more eſpecially to unconcern an intire People in Chriftianity, among 
whom are ſo many better Perſons then himſelf; Indifferent People being Judges. If he is not a Jew, thar 15 
one outwardly, but he a Jew, who is one inwardly; ht is He ti;at is neither Few inwardly, nor ou: waraly ? 
I know ſome that think it no hard matter to prove Feremy no honest Heathen ; but no more of that now. 
I will conclude with theſe five things in order to comply wit'1 his Requeſt : | 
1, Let F. Ives make it appear to us that he is Depured to this Work; for it is beneath us to engage again 
a ſingle Perſon, as well as belide our Buſineſs, as the Cale lieth, to think our ſelves concern'd in his Rod. mon- 
tado's and vapouring Challenges: He is Pri vatcer like, but for himſelf, and ſtands upon no body's Leggs, 
but his own z and ſome think, not alwayes well on them neither. x 
2. That he will Perſonate T. Hicks as to the Matter charg'd by us againſt him, to wit, of writing For- 
geries, Perverſious, and Slanders,and that with his Brethren's Conſent. bs 
3. That before he enters upon Proving us No Chrifians, he would tell us, What 4 true Chriſt 
we g0 by no Standard. 
4. Prove to us, that He is that Chriſtian, or elſe he is unfit to prove another No Chris. 1+. 
5- That we are not ſuch Chriſtians; but Hereticks and Impoſtors. | 
And if he will undertake this, let me hear of him, and he ſhall never want Time ard Place 
in my power to afferd him either) where and when to ſhow his utmoſt 
lers: If he will not, let the whole World conclude with me, Thar theſe great and mighty Boaſters dread 
nothing more then a Publick Meeting, in which to ftand the Force of that Charge exhibited 5 ain ſt T. Hicks, 
by the ſo much miſ-repreſented Quakers. N ; 
Oh] that they would learn Wiſdom, and once believe that to 4+ juſtly, 


ian , or 


(lo far as it is 


Skill and Strength, againſt the Qa. 


: 2 love Merey, and walk bumbl 
with the Living G odithrough the Aſſiſtance of the heavenly Grace, which is the Life of ws Che iſtian Relig FE. 


| were True Religion; and not thus furiouſly anathematixe us for Herericks and [mpoſtors, becauſe we can. 


not fall in with them in every thing. Let them learn this Scripture, 7 wi have Mercy, and ror Sac r:fice. 


London, the 27th of the 
$:h Month, 1674. 


— 


W. P. 


